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.-- .. ~!' Investors learn about tax changes.
I Times Reporters i 
l . 

DFDL Mekong, an 
international tax adviser 
operating III Laos, has 
explained to businesses 
the government's proposed 
amendments to the country's 
taxation system to prepare 
them for the changes. 

Thetaxandlegal consultancy 
finn - which has offices in Laos, 
Singapore, Myanmar, Vietnam, 
and Thailand - held the seminar 
in Vientiane on Monday after 
learning that the government 
intends to adjust taxation laws 
to address the current social and 
economic situation. 

Yesterday, former Minister 
of Finance and now Minister 
of Planning and Cooperation 
Somdy Duangdy suggested 
that th~ National Assembly 
(NA) consider and approve the 
proposed changes, which will 
increase tax rates for foreign 
investors from 20 percent to 
28 percent and lower the taxes 
on domestic investors from 35 
percent to 28 percent. 

The changes are intended 
.to create a favourable and 

fair business environment for 
local and foreign investors 
operating the same type of 
business. 

National Assembly 
members are reviewing the 
amendments and hope to vote 
on whether to approve the 
modified law at the end of the 
ongoing session. 

According to Mr Somdy, 
foreign investors who have 
already received permission' 
from the government to invest 
in Laos will continue to be 
charged the current 20 percent 
tax rate until the investment 
agreement has expired. 

Nearly 100 representatives 
of local and foreign firms 
attended the seminar and learnt 
about the new tax system and 
rates, which are to be put into 
practice in Octuber this year 
if the National Assembly 
approves the new law. 

Participants were also 
shown how to prepare proper 
. documentation for audits by the 
tax department, how taxes are 
calculated, and were told about 
free trade agreements (FTAs) 
which are impQr:tant because 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
(Announcement No. 11/22) 

Laos - as a mernber of Asean 
is party to a number of such 

agreements. 
Because . FTAs provide 

advantages in international trade 
and investment, it is beneficial 
for foreign investors to learn 
what opportunities exist and 
how the agreements work. 

Another topic addressed 
was the taxation of cross 
border fees for technical 
services, as many companies 
import services from abroad 
to help with projects in Laos. 

The lecturers also shared 
information on tax agreement~ 
with a number of foreign 
countries. These agreements, 
called Double Tax Avoidance 
(DTA), stimulate international 
investment by eliminating 
double taxation. The experts 
also explained how coHlvallies 
can apply for DTAs for their 
business transactions. 

The speakers at the seminar 
were Edwin Vanderbruggen, 
Jean Loi and Jack Sheehan 
a specialist from Ireland who 
has worked in the tax and 
advisory sector in Laos for 
overthte~ years. 

A lectu~er 
explains possible 
changes in tax 
rates to business 
representatives. 

OPEN TO: All interested candidates 
POSITION: CLO Administrative Clerk, FSN-5 
OPENING DATE: June 15,2011 
CLOSING DATE: June 29, 2011 
WORK HOURS: Part-time; 20 hours/week 
SALARY: Actual grade and salary will be based on the qualifications of the applicant. 

NOTE: THIS IS A LOCAL POSITION. THE SELECTED CANDIDATE WILL COME UNDER LOCAL 
LABOR LAW,AND BE PAID ACCORDING TO THE EMBASSY'S LOCAL COMPENSATION PLAN. ALL 
ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDING IN LAOS AND HAVE THE REQUIRED 
WORK AND/OR RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION. 

The U.S. Embassy in Vientiane is seeking an individual for the position oreLO Administrative Clerk in the CLO 
Office. Management Section. 

BASIC FUNCTION OF POSITION 
This is a newly established position in the Community Liaison Office (CLO), US Embassy, Vientiane, Laos. Sfhe 
provides the administrative support for all CLO organized activities and events. In addition, sfhe provides advice 
to the American US embassy staff and family members on Lao culture, language and other local related issues. 
Updates \\'ebpage and serves as co-editor of the Embassy newsletter. 

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED 
NOTE: All applicants must address each selection criterion detailed below with specific and comprehensive 
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A local supplier of 
conditioning units, M{ 
Electronics (Laos) Co 
plans to use the Lao lanl 
on its new product's c( 
panel. 

The new model 
evaporative cooler, whict 
water to cool the air thro 
process of evaporation. 

Currently the instruc 
on the control panel 
written in Chinese and En 
and many . customers de 
understand how to usc 
new air-conditioner. 

"Control panels ':I':,,~;"" 
instructions in Lao wil 
available in the next few me 
as we are currently redesil 
the unit," company Ge 
Manager Mr Tang Xiao 
said in a recent interview. 

The new air conditio 
which entered the Lao m; 
last month, are imported 
China and are growinl 
popularity, 

Mekong Electronics h, 
assembly factory in Xaytl 
district, Vientiane, w 
employs over 20 people. 

The company im! 
equipment and parts for 
conditioners, fans and me 
phones - .from China 
assembles the componen: 
the factory. 

"Sales of the prev 
model of air conditioner \ 
very good last year and tot2 
more than 1,000 units, but 

I. The Government of Lao F 
AusAID towards the cost 
part of the proceeds of the 
(Bid No. B3-ME,'rf/DOE • 

2. The Department of Electr: 
bidders for Supply of 15, 
various provinces of Lao I 
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